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ABSTRACT 
Aim/Purpose The aim is to conduct a comparative analysis and summarize findings on the 

difference between the key sections of quantitative doctoral dissertations ver-
sus qualitative doctoral dissertations. A summary of the findings will be pre-
sented in a tabulated format with bullet points to help clarify the differences 
between the two approaches.  

Background Doctoral students often face challenges in selecting a qualitative or quantita-
tive doctoral approach for writing their dissertation documents. The chal-
lenge is usually faced at the outset of the process. Students contemplate 
which approach and the difference between them. The students also may not 
know the specific requirements for each section of the dissertation for each 
approach. Conducting a comparative analysis and providing a tabulated sum-
mary of the difference between the two approaches is deemed to be helpful 
to the students. 

Methodology First, this research is an attempt to investigate and analyze the existing litera-
ture to establish a contextual framework for a structured and logical disserta-
tion process applicable to both qualitative and quantitative research 
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approaches. Second, the paper applies the framework to both approaches to 
guide doctoral students in the completion of the dissertation process. Unlike 
many other studies, this study provides doctoral students with a foundation 
to develop and build a research identity, leading to quality doctoral disserta-
tions. This study is significant for doctoral students’ preparedness for the dis-
sertation process as they move through different stages and apply appropriate 
pedagogical approaches to not only connect these stages but also scientifi-
cally and logically validate the relationships between these stages. 

Contribution Developing a tabulated summary of findings based on comparative analysis 
for the differences between the key sections of qualitative and quantitative to 
be used as a reference for doctoral mentors/advisors as they guide their stu-
dents on the choice between qualitative or quantitative dissertation ap-
proaches. This study is different from other studies published on the same 
topic for two reasons. First, this paper focuses on specific sections of the 
doctoral dissertation, namely seven sections that are considered “key” sec-
tions of the dissertation document. Second, the study provides a tabulated 
summary at the end. The one-page summary of keywords suggests what is in-
cluded in each approach (qualitative vs quantitative). The summary of key-
words could also initiate further discussion and research on the same topics. 

Findings The outcome of this study is the presentation of a tabulated summary of 
findings on the difference in the key sections of qualitative doctoral disserta-
tions versus quantitative doctoral dissertations. The findings of this research 
aim to help doctoral mentors/advisors guide students when contemplating 
the selection of research approach and doctoral students who are conflicted 
between the two approaches. 

Recommendations  
for Practitioners 

Performing comparative analysis and presenting the findings in a tabulated 
summary to doctoral students is deemed helpful. It helps address the chal-
lenges the students face at the beginning of their dissertation writing when 
they contemplate the selection between the two study approaches.  

Recommendations  
for Researchers  

More research is needed to give examples of the differences between qualita-
tive and quantitative dissertations.  

Impact on Society The findings of this research aim to help doctoral mentors/advisors guide 
students when contemplating the selection of research approach and doctoral 
students who are conflicted between the two approaches.  

Keywords doctoral dissertations, qualitative vs quantitative dissertations, comparative 
analysis, qualitative vs quantitative research 
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