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ABSTRACT

Aim/Purpose This study of affordances in educational technology focuses on how the self-
perceptions of teachers influence the creation of educational opportunities and
how these are received by learners.

Background It is important to explore the affordances offered by teachers, when using edu-
cational technology, from the perspective of their students. Within this topic, the
interface of the educational technology affordances with the two agents—teach-
ers and students—has often been neglected. Hence, the learning possibilities in
educational interactions for the learners cannot be separated from the interac-
tional possibilities created by teachers. The extent to which teachers can create
opportunities to address their students’ needs, while effectively conveying the
value of these opportunities to their students, is likely to impact on how well
these affordances for learning and collaboration are utilised.

Methodology A survey that includes two questionnaires was used. The questionnaires were cir-
culated to 102 teachers and their 354 adult students in six higher education insti-
tutions in Oman. The questionnaires were analysed by SPSS Amos v20 for sta-
tistical measures such as mean, standard deviation, and correlation.

Contribution The study contributes to the field of e-learning because it demonstrates that the
affordances offered by teachers for e-learning have an impact on the possibilities
for students to engage. Both affordances were found to be highly correlated sta-
tistically. Further, teachers were found to primarily use the lowest level of en-
gagement for online tasks, requiring low levels of cognitive challenge and social
involvement from the learner.
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The results indicate a low to medium level of self-directed learning that signifi-
cantly correlates with perceptions of teaching possibilities for learning interac-
tions.

Teachers are encouraged to vary approaches to student engagement in online
teaching materials such as enhancement, additional engagement opportunities,
and extension so that students are encouraged to use different cognitive abilities
and capabilities to engage in social interactions.

This study presents a strong recommendation with regards to extending the
online affordances towards social interactions of learning beyond the boundary
of the classroom.

Further studies on e-heutagogy and affordances of both teachers and students
are needed. The effect of teachers created opportunities on students learning ac-
tions is an area that grants further investigation.

educational technology affordances, teaching possibilities, possibilities for learn-
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