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ABSTRACT  
Aim/Purpose Develop instructional rubrics that help in writing and evaluating the doctoral 

dissertation research problem statement.  

Background This is a follow-up study. In the first paper, we introduced a model for writ-
ing a research problem statement that takes the students through four phases 
to complete their writing. In this paper, we introduce an instructional rubric 
to be used for helping to write the research problem statement. 

Methodology This paper builds on the previous model and adds Socratic questions to trig-
ger critical thinking to help with writing the research problem statement.  

Contribution Developing the instructional rubrics is the contribution of  this study. The in-
structional rubrics can help with writing the research problem statement.  

Findings Writing a research problem statement is difficult by itself. Following the 
methodological approach suggested in this study will help students with the 
task of  writing their own. Following this instructional rubric will help more 
with the writing.  

Recommendations  
for Practitioners 

A methodological approach to writing a research problem statement helps 
mitigate the difficulties of  writing the dissertation. This study tackles the dif-
ficulties with writing the research problem statement. 
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Recommendations  
for Researchers  

More research is needed to give examples of  the research problem statement 
that shows the writing of  the statement through the suggested phases.  

Impact on Society The findings of  this research will help doctoral mentors/advisors as they 
guide students in completing the writing of  their research problem statement. 

Keywords research problem statement, doctoral research problem, doctoral disserta-
tions 

AUTHORS 
Azad Ali, D.Sc., Professor of  Information Technology, has more than 30 
years of  combined experience in the areas of  financial and information 
systems. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from 
the University of  Baghdad, an MBA from the Indiana University of  
Pennsylvania, an MPA from the University of  Pittsburgh, and a Doctor-
ate of  Science in Communications and Information Systems from Robert 
Morris University. Dr. Ali’s research interests include service-learning pro-
jects, web design tools, dealing with isolation in doctoral programs, and 
curriculum development. Azad has been involved in mentoring doctoral 
students to complete their doctoral dissertations and has so far mentored 
five students to complete their dissertations.  

 

Shardul Y. Pandya. Ph.D. Dr. Pandya currently serves as Core Faculty 
and Sr. Doctoral Dissertation Advisor with the School of  Business, Tech-
nology, and Healthcare Administration at Capella University. He has a 
Bachelor’s degree in Industrial and Production Engineering (dual major) 
from the BMS College of  Engineering at Bangalore University, a Master 
of  Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from the College of  Engi-
neering at the Colorado State University at Fort Collins, and a Ph.D. in 
Engineering Management from the College of  Engineering at Old Do-

minion University in Norfolk, VA. Over the years, he has worked and consulted at various manufac-
turing organizations, as well as in the areas of  Data Mining and Database Marketing. He has taught 
university-level courses at all levels, and approximately 20 doctoral students have successfully de-
fended their dissertations under his supervision. His public Linkedin profile is at: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shardulpandya/. 

 

Umesh C. Varma. D.I.A. Dr. Varma has more than 32 years of  teaching 
experience in higher education at undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral 
levels in Information Technology, Computer Information Systems, Com-
puter Science, Cyber Security, and Information Assurance. He has de-
signed, developed, and implemented several academic programs in vari-
ous institutions of  higher learning. He has worked with several institu-
tions for program accreditation, outcome assessment, and institutional 
research. He served as a Program Director for doctoral programs at the 
University of  Fairfax before assuming a leadership role at the American 
National University. He has also conducted several webinars on Cyber Se-
curity. He holds undergraduate degrees in General Science and Business 

Administration; Master’s in Computer Science; and Doctorate in Information Assurance/Cyber Se-
curity from India, the U.K., and the United States respectively. His research interests are cyber secu-
rity intelligence analytics, anti-forensics, covert channel analysis, query optimization, data architecture, 
and security modeling.      

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fshardulpandya%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cazadali%40iup.edu%7Cd08dafad7be14c01a5c508d910acd432%7C96704ed7a3e14bb8ba918b63ee16883e%7C0%7C1%7C637559156774524840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=mhCaIe1eCf6LB%2ByCeligdp%2B6NGL3XGzZx%2FW2ypIxr20%3D&reserved=0

	Using Analytical Thought Process to Develop Instructional Rubrics in Writing Doctoral Dissertation Research Problem Statement –  A Follow-Up Study
	Abstract
	Authors

