Proceedings of the 2007 Informing Science and IT Education Joint Conference

Panel Discussion: Challenges of Open
Educational Resources

Panelists
Alex Koohang Tom Seymour
Macon State College Minot State University, Minot,
Macon, GA, USA ND, USA
Alex.Koohang@MaconState.edu tom@minot.com
Robert Skovira Gary DeLorenzo
Robert Morris University California University of
Moon Township, PA, USA Pennsylvania
California, PA, USA
riskovira@att.net delorenzo@cup.edu

Keywords: open education resources, learning resources

Open Education Resources (OERs) are defined as “technology-enabled, open provision of educa-
tional resources for consultation, use and adaptation by a community of users for non-
commercial purposes. They are typically made freely available over the Web or the Internet.
Their principal use is by teachers and educational institutions to support course development, but
they can also be used directly by students. Open Educational Resources include learning objects
such as lecture material, references and readings, simulations, experiments and demonstrations, as
well as syllabi, curricula and teachers' guides.” UNESCO (2002, paragraph 3)

Johnstone (2005) puts OERs into three categories:

1. Learning resources — courseware, content modules, learning objects, learner-support
and assessment tools, online learning communities

2. Resources to support teachers — tools for teachers and support materials to enable
them to create, adapt, and use OER, as well as training materials for teachers and
other teaching tools
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Challenges of Open Educational Resources

The purpose of this panel is to create a dialog on several challenges that face OERs. These chal-
lenges are:

e OER Sustainability

e OER Access

e OER Support

e Instructional Design of OER
e Assessment of OER

The discussion will conclude with remarks about future directions of OERs. The audience will be
invited to participate in discussion.
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