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Abstract 
This paper summarizes findings of teaching eight sections of the same information systems col-
lege course in the same format with one major exception. Five sections had notes available for 
reference during the final exam whereas three sections did not.  The author’s primary hypothesis 
that students in the five sections using notes would perform significantly better than the other sec-
tions on the exam was not supported. The author also analyzed exam results for the sections al-
lowed to use notes and found there was a significant difference in how individual students who 
chose to use notes performed compared to those who chose not to use notes. This topic will be of 
most interest to faculty who teach information systems oriented courses but may of interest to 
anyone who teaches or takes classes.  
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